
Introduction to the ethical appraisal framework 

Why should I 
appraise my 
study?   
Ethical research 
should be… 

What should I 
appraise? 

How can I appraise 
my study? Using… 
 

When should I 
appraise my 
study? Review all 4 
dimensions… 

Worthwhile My research focus Consequential 
ethical thinking  

When planning 
your study 
 
 
When conducting 
your study 
 
 
When reporting 
your study 

Conducted 
responsibly 
 

My research 
approach 

Ecological/external 
ethical thinking 

Conducted 
respectfully 
 

My research 
methods 

Relational ethical 
thinking 

Done ‘right’ 
 

My research 
obligations 

Deontological 
ethical thinking 


